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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 12-13, 17-18, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lange et al. (U.S. 6478445). 

Lange ('445) discloses a lighting assembly for a refrigeration appliance having: 

Regarding claim 1, as shown in (figs. 1-4) a base comprising a top surface and a 
bottom surface (not numbered); a first light element (54) coupled to the base for 
producing light above the top surface or beam spread angle (56); and a second light 
element (38) coupled to the base for producing light below the bottom surface. 

Regarding claim 2, the first light element (54) is oriented at an oblique angle with 
respect to the top surface (see fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 3, comprising a light element holder (44/46) for coupling the 
second light element (38) to the base, the light holder (44/46) comprising an outer 
surface and a projection extending therefrom, the projection lockably engaging the 
holder (44/46) to the base (see figs. 1-2). 
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Regarding claim 12, a liner (1 10/108) comprising a refrigeration compartment 
(102); any a mullion assembly (114) mounted within the refrigeration compartment (102) 
in a substantially horizontal position, the mullion assembly (1 14) comprising a base, a 
first light source (54) coupled to the base for producing light above the base and a 
second light source (38) coupled to the base for producing light below the base. 

Regarding claim 13, the base comprising a substantially flat top surface, the 
second light oriented at an oblique angle with respect to the top surface (see figs. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 17, a light holder (44/46) coupling the second light source (34) 
to the base, the light holder or socket (46) rotatable between a locked position and 
release position. 

Regarding claim 18, the light holder (46) comprising a cylindrical body and a rim 
extending radially therefrom, the cylindrical body comprising a projection extending 
therefrom in a spaced relationship to the rim (see fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 22, at least one refrigeration compartment (104); a pan (col. 7, 
lines 62-64) located within the at least one compartment (104) and operable in a 
plurality of modes thermally independent of the refrigeration compartment (104); and an 
insulated mullion assembly (1 14) overlying the pan and thermally isolating the pan from 
the fresh food compartment (104). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-5, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lange ('445) in view of Fletcher (U.S.4916921). 

Lange ('445) discloses the claim invention except for a latch and a switch. 
Fletcher ('921 ) discloses an ice maker with vertical cooling having: 

Regarding claim 4, the base (16) bottom surface comprising a latch (col. 12, lines 
52-56) projection extending therefrom, and the lock projection or retractable ears (105) 
engaging the light holder projection to lock the holder to the base. 

Regarding claim 5, a control panel switch (94) assembly coupled to the base (16) 
top surface, and a control board or control circuit (not shown) coupled to the base 
bottom surface (16). 

Regarding claim 14, the base comprising a substantially flat top surface and a 
control panel thereon (see figs. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 15, the control panel comprising a membrane switch assembly 

(94). 

Regarding claim 16, the base comprising a bottom surface extending opposite 
the top surface, and a control board or control circuit (not shown) coupled to the bottom 
surface and in communication with the control panel (see claim 10). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the lighting assembly for a refrigeration appliance of 
Lange ('445) with the latch and the switch disclosed by Fletcher ('921), since the device 
of Fletcher ('921) would provide a door fastener, latch or lock of Lange ('445) with 
continuous and prolonged and reliable latch or lock mechanism with one component on 
the door and a coorperating component on a face of the housing preferably is used to 
secure the door member in the firmly closed position, because the lock mechanism is 
preferred so that the door would be locked or unlocked with a key; and switching device 
connecting an electrical line to a pair of lights to control the lighting system in order to 
indicate the presence and/or the absence of a foodstuff relative to its corresponding 
chamber. 

5. Claims 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lange ('445) in view of Fletcher ('921 ). 

Regarding claim 6, as shown in (figs. Lange ('445) discloses a pan (col. 7, lines 
62-64); and an insulated mullion assembly (114) overlying the pan, the mullion 
assembly (114) comprising a top surface, at least one light source (34) extending 
through the top surface for illuminating the pan from above, 

Regarding claim 7, a light holder (44/46) for coupling the at least one light source 
(20) to the top surface, the light holder (44/46) selectively positionable between a locked 
position and an unlocked position. 
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Regarding claim 8, the light holder (46) comprises a cylindrical outer surface and 
a projection projecting therefrom (see fig. . 

Regarding claim 9, the mullion assembly (114) comprises a bottom surface 
extending opposite the top surface, and an opening extending through the top surface 
and the bottom surface for receiving the light (34/20), the opening comprising an outer 
perimeter and slot for receiving the projection. 

Lange does not disclose a switch and control panel. 
Fletcher ('921) discloses an ice maker with vertical cooling having: 

Regarding claim 6, a switch assembly (94) mounted to the top surface for user 
selection of a pan condition 

Regarding claim 1 0, the mullion (114) bottom surface comprises a retaining latch 
member (col. 12, lines 52-56) for engaging the projection. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the mullion assembly (114) further comprises a base 
comprising a bottom surface extending opposite the top surface, and a control board or 
control means (see claim 10) mounted to the bottom surface in communication with the 
switch assembly (94). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the lighting assembly for a refrigeration appliance of 
Lange ('445) with the control panel and the switch disclosed by Fletcher ('921 ), since 
the device of Fletcher ('921) would provide a and switching device connecting an 
electrical line to a pair of lights and the control panel to control the lighting system in 
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order to indicate the presence and/or the absence of a foodstuff relative to its 
corresponding chamber. 



6. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hamada et al. (U.S.6619814) in view of Hagemeyer Cook et al. (U.S.5701235). 
Hamada ('814) discloses a showcase having: 

Regarding claim 19, a pan (9); a mullion (1) situated substantially horizontally 
above the pan (9); a light (35) coupled to the base for illuminating the pan (9); a control 
panel coupled to the base for user selection of a pan condition; and a control board 
coupled to said base and operatively coupled to said control panel. 

Regarding claim 20, the mullion (1) comprising a base portion, a bottom cover 
(48), and an insulating medium therebetween. 

Regarding claim 21 , a pan (9) in fluid communication with the fan (33), the air 
supply, and the heater element (2); a mullion base (see fig. 2) situated substantially 
horizontally above the pan (9); a light (56) coupled to the base for illuminating the pan 
(9); the control board inherent regulating the fan (33), air supply, and heater element in 
accordance with a selected one of a plurality of modes of operation, the plurality of 
modes comprising at least a quick chill mode and a thaw mode well known in the art to 
those skilled in the refrigeration industry. 

Hamada ('81 4) does not disclose a control panel. 
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However, regarding claims 19 and 21, Hagemeyer Cook ('235) discloses a low 
cost flexible lighting method for appliances having a control panel (15) coupled to the 
base for user selection of a pan condition or compartment (13); and a control board 
coupled inherent to the base and operatively coupled to the control panel (15), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the of 
the invention to provide the showcase of Hamada ('814) with the control panel taught by 
Hagemeyer Cook ('235), since the device of Hagemeyer Cook ('235) would provide a 
control panel commonly having several controls with which the user can adjust the 
refrigerator and freezer temperatures. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 703-308- 
6084. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 703-305-4939. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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